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CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART EXHIBITS 1979 ACQUISITIONS 

The Year tn Review » an exhibition of 137 works of art acquired by The 
Cleveland Museum of Art in 1979, will be on view at the Museum from February 13 
through March 9, 1980. Among last year's acquisitions are rare ancient and early 
Western works, modern paintings, and a number of extraordinary Oriental objects. 
Some particularly fine European paintings, sculpture, and decorative objects dating 
from the 17th through the 19th centuries have been purchased with funds from the 
sale of the collection of Cleveland industrialist and inventor Thomas L. Fawick. 

In ancient art the most important acquisition is a subtly modeled limestone 
head of Weserkaf, the first king of Egypt’s Fifth Dynasty, whose only other 
clearly identified portrait is in the Cairo Museum. This rare sculpture — small 
in size, but monumental in conception- -dates to 2490 B.C. and is the earliest 
royal portrait in the Museum collection. A rare and important addition to the 
collection of Greek vases is a wine cup dating from about 470-460 B.C., modeled 
on one side with the head of a satyr, on the other with the head of a Negro. 

The cup is not only unique in design (no other cup of its type has this particular 
combination of heads) but it is also one of the finest examples of the janiform 
(two-headed) drinking vessel in the world. 

The magnificent metal objects made by the ancient Thracians (a nomadic people 
of southeastern Europe) are rarely found in Western European and American collec- 
tions. In 1979, however, the Museum acquired two finely- wrought Thracian bronze 
plaques dating from around the 4th century B.C. The plaques, which depict a 
wolf attacking a man and a lion sea monster, possibly decorated a sword hilt. 
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Added to the Museum's celebrated medieval collection were five superb 
examples of medieval French enameling and metalwork. A beautiful translucent 
enamel on silver plaque depicting Christ in Majesty executed during the third 
quarter of the 14th century originally formed the central panel of a processional 
cross, perhaps one used at the Papal court of Avignon. Also magnificently colored 
and superbly finished is an enamel on silver medallion showing The Coronation of 
the Virgin by the Trinity , dating from the second half of the 15th century. 

Another beautiful medallion from the same period, representing The Last Supper , 
is a gift of Dr. Norman Zaworski. Medallions such as these were prized in European 
courts, but because of their fragility, few have survived. A pair of chased 14th- 
century silver plaques--missing their enamel, but exquisitely worked--were given 
by Mrs. Chester D. Tripp in honor of William D. Wixom, the Museum's former Chief 
Curator of Early Western Art. 

A well-preserved South German or Swiss embroidered linen panel in late Gothic 
style, dating from the first half of the 16th century, enhances the Museum's 
important collection of early Western textiles. The panel, whose central medallion 
represents the Holy Kinship - -St. Anne with the Virgin Mary and Christ Child sur- 
rounded by the Virgin's sisters and their children--is remarkable for its variety 
of stitches and textural effects. 

One of the year's outstanding acquisitions was a small brilliantly colored 
oil painting on oak panel, St. John the Baptist in a Landscape . It was executed 
around 1440 by a painter of the immediate circle of Jan van Eyck, probably Petrus 
Christus, the 15th-century Netherlandish master who was the most important painter 
in Bruges after van Eyck's death. Painted in the luminous oil technique developed 
by van Eyck, the work is notable for its subtle effects of light and detailed 
rendering of forms. The panel probably once formed the right wing of a triptych, 
of which the center panel and the left wing are now missing. 
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Another important painting purchased last year is Ruin by the Sea by 
Arnold Bocklin (1827-1901), a Swiss painter of romantic landscapes who worked 
largely in Germany and had a great influence on 19th-century German painters, 
haunting depiction of a ruined building and windblown cypress trees under 
an ominous sky recalls Bocklin' s most famous work. The Island of the Dead , and 
is the first example of German romantic painting to enter the collection. 

The Modern Art Department acquired a marvelous early bronze cast of Auguste 
Ro^lin's The Thinker measuring 28-1/2 inches high, the size which Rodin intended 
for this figure in his greatest, but unfinished, project. The Gates of Hell . 

A gift of Alexandre P. Rosenberg, the bronze is a significant addition to the 
Museum's collection of works by Rodin, which includes the now damaged six- foot- 
high bronze Thinker at the Museum's south entrance. 

A number of paintings were also added to the modern collection, including 
a major work by California painter Richard Diebenkorn. Ocean Park No. 109 is one 
of a series of geometric abstract compositions based on imagery derived from 
landscape which Diebenkorn has been working on since 1967. The Museum owns two 
other paintings by the artist from his earlier abstract and figurative periods. 

Another notable acquisition was Self-Portrait with Hat and Coat by Lovis 
Corinth (1858-1925), a German painter who began as an impressionist but adopted 
an expressionist style following a stroke in 1911. Corinth is best known for 
his self-portraits, and this one, done in 1915, is considered one of his most 
important works. Also deserving of mention is the English painter Frederick 
Sandys' meticulously rendered and sympathetic Portrait of Mrs. Susanna Rose , 
dated 1862--the first Pre-Raphaelite painting to be acquired by the Museum. 

Among the principal accessions in the Department of prints and Drawings is 
a lively water color and ink drawing of a Flemish village, entitled A View of 
Spa , by Jan Brueghel the Elder (1568-1625). Also noteworthy is a beautiful 
colored chalk drawing of a nun, a study for a figure in a painting by the 
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19th-century French realist painter Francois Bonvin. A number of prints and 
drawings were given to the Musexam last year by members of The Print Club of 
Cleveland on the occasion of the Club's sixtieth anniversary. Most important 
are a realistic etching by Rembrandt of a Beggar Seated on a Bank and Camille 
Pissarro's etching of Bather and Geese . 

The collection of Chinese paintings, one of the most significant in the 
Western world, was augmented by a number of superb works. A painting of Squirrels 
attributed to Yung-t'ien, a 14th-century Yuan Dynasty painter who specialized in 
this subject, is remarkable for its bold and delicate brushwork. Works by or 
attributed to this artist are rarely found outside of old Japanese collections. 

A pair of albums with figure and landscape paintings is an acknowledged master- 
piece of the Ming Dynasty artist Ch'en Hung-shou (1599-1652). The handscroll 
painting of The Literary Gathering at a Yangchou Garden is a rare combination of 
landscape painting (by the Ch'ing Dynasty artist Fang Shih-shu (1692-1751) and 
portraits of real persons (by an anonymous artist) . 

The Museum was fortunate in obtaining two early Korean paintings, one 
depicting a Buddhist disciple, datable to 1235, and a particularly beautiful 
15th-century landscape — both mounted as hanging scrolls. There are few Korean 
paintings, especially of this early date, in Western collections. 

The most important new Japanese v7ork is a pair of six-fold screens by Kano 
Shoe! (1519-1592) depicting The Four Accomplishments - -music, chess, poetry, and 
calligraphy--a Chinese subject popular with Japanese painters. The screens join 
an important collection of Muromachi Period screens, which include fusuma (sliding 
panel) paintings attributed to Shoei's father-, Kano Motonobu. 

Gallery talks on the Year in Review are scheduled at 1;30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
February 13, and Sunday, February 17. 

# # # 

For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public Relations 
Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Blvd., Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 
216/421-7340. 


